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T0 THR 
READER. 
E Subftance of the following Sheets, which | 
FA Fon Was at firſt drawn up, by Deſire, in the 
DER BI conciſe abſtract Manner, and in that plain 
Jockey Dreſs, offered its Service to a pri- 
vate Gentleman, is now, through Perſua- 
ſion and Importunity, to addreſs the Publick in a full 


trimm'd Suit, as the more faſhionable, and better adapt- 


ed to the Dignity and Grandeur of a General Aſ- 
ſembly. 


PARTICULAR Inſtructions, and dry Law-Caſes, 
are, at beſt, but coarſe and homely Fare, and ſingle 
Services, though ever ſo good and ſubſtantial, always 
carry a Mechanick Aſpect; for which Reaſon, the Au- 
thor, in order to render the Entertainment more ele- 
pant and palatable, as well as to make it go the farther, 

been at the Expence of a little Cookery, to diverſify 


the Diſhes, and now ſerves it up, in Courles, after the 
Dialogue Form. 


THE Plan of the Work is 3 and benevolent, 
being deſigned for general Uſe, and the Author hopes 
not badly executed; however, be that as it will, it 
publick Perſons receive any Light in the Duty of their 
Offices, and are prevented from falling into dangerous 
Errors; or, if private Perſons are inſtructed how to 
eſcape Snares, and defend themſelves againſt Frauds and 


Injuries; his End, as well as the Reader's, will be ſu- 
ficiently anſwered. 


MANY of the Queries in this ſmall Tract are very 
important, and all naturally ariſe out of Incidents in the 
Converſation ; and, the Reader may aſſure himſelf, 
that the utmoſt Care has been taken to make the An- 


ſwers 


ſwers clear, pertinent and full, and to give them, 25 
near as poſſible, in the very Words of the Act itſelf. 


WHERE the Author happens to differ from any 
Gentleman learned in the Law, about the Conſtruction 
of the Statute, or on Points undetermined by Autho- 
rity, he preſerves his Modeſty, by aſſigning the Reaſons 
of his Opinion, and appealing to the publick Judg- 
ment; and, it it ſhould be his unhappy Fate to be re- 
proach'd with Hereſy, by your Orthodox Canonical 
Lawyers, who ſee only with other People's Eyes, and 
never make Uſe of their own, he thinks he runs no 
Riſque of Fire and Faggot in a Proteſtant Country, 
where Free- Thinking, and a Right of private Judg- 
ment, muſt always ſubſiſt on the Baſis of the Reforma- 
tion ; and hopes, in Conſequence of the Innocence of 
his Intention ( eſpecially as he declares himſelf open to 
Conviction, and thereupon ready to make a publick Re- 
cantation) that he ſhall, in all Events, ſecure an equi- 
table Title to the publick Pardon. 


HE has but one Favour to aſk of the Reader, on his 
own Behalf, which is to read the Book through, to 
give it a fair Trial, and to paſs an impartial Judgment; 
and, before he condemns any Novel Tenet for Hetero- 
doxy, that he would carefully peruſe the Statute, com- 
pare the Texts, and ſtudy the Point cloſely : And, if 
after all there ſhould ſtill happen to be a Diſagreement 
in Opinion, ſince Error is inſeparable from Humanity, 
that he would admit a fair Debate (either in Publick or 
Private, as ſhall be moſt agreeable to him) and treat the 
Author with Candour, good Nature and Lenity, 'be- 
ceming a Scholar and a Gentleman. 


Adieu: 
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DIALOGUE 


Between A 


MEMBER of PARLIAMENT, 
AND 


One of his ELECTORS, 
Concerning The 


WINDOW- T A X. 


El. IR Fohn you are Welcome 


1 from Tandon. —— You look 
QC © ſo well after a Parliamentary 
2 Campaign, that I imagine 
you have not been over diligent in Duty 
this Seſſions ; and, indeed, your early De- 
ſertion of the Service, and Retreat into the 
Country, ſeems to countenance the Con- 
jecture. 

Sir 7obn. I know you think us Repre- 
ſentatives in ſome ſort accountable to our 


A Con- | 


A 


Conſtituents for every Step we make, and 


are apt to take indecent Freedoms with us 


before an approaching Election. However, 

although 1 differ with you in my Senti- 

ments, yet to avoid the Imputation of Ne- 

glect of Duty, I ſhall for once condeſcend 

give you the true Motives of my Con- 
uct, | 

You muſt know then, that the Supplies, 
for the current Service, being granted and 
the Funds ſettled (in which | heartily con- 
curred) and having no Curioſity to hear 
Lord Lovat's Tryal, I took the Opportu- 
nity to aſk leave of the Houſe to go into 
the Country for a Fortnight, partly to 
breathe a little freſh Air, but more eſpe- 
clally to regulate ſome private Affairs with 
my Tenants, who were impatient for In- 
ſtructions about the Window Act. 

Ele, I find, Sir 7obn, you are an ac- 
compiiſh'd Politician ; you can hold with 
the Hare, and run with the Hounds ; can 
openly juin the Miniſter in Town, to give 
a home Stroke, and privately ride Poſt into 
the Country to parry the Blow. But jeft- 
ing apart —— | am glad you mentioned 
the Window. Act, becauſe every Body is 
ſollicitous to know its Contents, and I am 
told it is ſo hard to be procured, and fo 
long, that few can come at it, and fewer 
retain the Subſtence of it after Peruſal. 
You will therefore do me a Favour to in- 
dulge a few Queſtions on the 2 

that 
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that I may be qualified to inſtru& my 
Neighbours. 

Sir John. That will with all my Heart, 
and you may depend on my Anſwers, for 
I am Maſter of the Subject. 


Elec. Pray, Sir 2 what are the ge- 
neral enacting Clauſes? 

Sir John. From the 25th Day of March 
1747, there is to be charged, raiſed, levy'd 
and paid to his Majeſty, his Heirs, ; &c. 

For and upon every Dwelling-Houſe in- 
habited now, or hereafter to be, erected in 
England, two Shillings yearly. 

And for every Window or Light, in 
every Dwelling Houſe in Great Britain, 
having ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, or 
fourteen Windows, Six-Pence; fifteen, ſix- 
teen, ſeventeen, eighteen, or nineteen Win- 
dows, Nine-Pence; and twenty Windows 
or Lights and upwards, one Shilling year- 
ly, for each Window, over and above the 
Buty of two Shillings upon Houſes in 
England firſt above mentioned; which 
Rates, or Duties, are to be paid Quarterly 
on the four moſt uſual Days of Payment in 
the Year, by equal Portions ; the tirſt Pay- 
ment to be made on the 24th Day of June 
next. | 

Ele, How is this Duty to be charged 2 

Sir John lt is to be charged, only, on 
the Inhabitants, or Occupiers, of ſuch 
Houſes, except when they are Lett in dif- 
ferent Apartments, to ſeveral Perſons, and 
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in that Caſe, if the Landlord pays other 
Taxes and Pariſh Rates for the faite, be is 
to be deemed the Occupier, and to be 
charged accordingly. | 

Elect. What does the Law ſay ſhall be 
deemed a Houſe inhabited; are Cellars, 
Ware Houſes, Malt Houſes, Brew Houſes, 
Barns, Stables, Work Shops, and other Out 
Houſes within the Meaning of the Act? 

Sir 7obn. The Act is filent on this Head; 
but my private Opinion is, that, if Out- 
Houſes are contiguous to Houſes inhabi- 
ted, they will be deemed Part of ſuch 
Houſes, and rated accordingly ; but other- 
wiſe, where they are diſtin& and ſeparate, 
though they ſhould be, not only occaſion- 
ally, but conſtantly uſed for other Purpoſes, 
But Houſes, whereof the Keeping only is 
committed to.the Care of any Perſon, or 
Servant, are expreſsly declared to be within 
the Meaning of the Act. and are ſubjected 
tothe Payment of the like Rates and Daties, 


as if inhabited by the Tenants or Occu- 
piers. 


Eledt. Are no Perſons whatſoever 3 


ſed from the Payment of theſe Duties? 
Sir 7obn. Yes. Occupiers of Houſes, 
who, by Reaſon of Poverty, only, are ex- 
empted from the uſual Taxes and Pay- 
ments towards the Church and the Poor, 
it they dwell in Cottages not containing 
above nine Windows or Lights in the 
Whole, and are not Servants, or Perſons, to 
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whoſe Care the Keeping only of ſuch Houſes 
is committed, are excepted out of the AR, 
but not otherwiſe. 

Ele, Don't Letters Patents granted by 
the Crown to certain Perſons or Places, 
exempting them generally from the Pay- 
ment of Taxes, alſo exempt them from the 
Payment of Window Money ? 

Sir John, No. This Caſe is particularly 
provided againſt, in the Act; and all Non 
ObAlantes, in ſuch Letters Patents, in Bar 
of any Acts of Parliament for Supplies, are 
expreſsly declared Void and of none Effect. 

Ele. How does the Law ſtand with 
Reſpe& to Minors ? 

Sir John. Their Parents, Guardians and 
Tutors, upon Default of Payment by In- 
fants, are made liable to, and chargeable 
with, the Payments ſuch Minors ought to 
have made, and ſubjected to the ſame Me- 
thods of Recovery as other Perſons. 

Elect. How are Houſes inhabited by ſe- 
verai Families to be rated ? 

Sir John. As it inhabited by one Family 
only; except Colleges or Halls in Univer- 
ſities, and Edifices in any of the Inns of 
Court or Chancery, in which Caſes, each 
diſtin& Chamber, or Apartment, is ſubjected 
to the ſame Rates and Duties, for the Num- 
ber of Windows therein, as if it were an 
entire Houſe. 

Ele, What is to be deemed a diſtin& 
Window, or Light, within the Meaning of 
the Act? Sir 
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Sir John. This in general, is eaſily 
reſolv d; but where two or more Windows, 
or Lights, are fixed in one Frame, if the 
Partition between them is of the breadth 
of twelve Inches, the Window, or Light, 
on each Side of ſuch Partition will be 
deemed as a diſtinct Window or Light; and 
if ſuch Window in Frames gives Light in- 
to more Rooms than one, ſuch Window 
ſhall be reckoned and charged as ſo many 
ſeparate Windows as there are Rooms en- 
lightened thereby. 

Elect, Are internal Windows or Lights, 
fuch as Glaſs Doors, Bar Windows, or Win- 
dows giving Light into inward Rooms, and 
Cloſets, that have no immediate Communi- 


cation with the external Light, chargeable 
by the Act? 


Sir John. This being what the Lawyers 
call a Caſus Omiſſus, or a Caſe not men- 


tioned in the Act, is a moot Point, and 
cannot be certainly determined; but my 
private Opinion 1s, they are not. 

Firſt, becauſe, generally ſpeaking, theſe 
internal or ſecondary Windows, are made 
more for Ornament, and Proſpect from one 
Room into another, than for any other Uſe 
or Benefit. | | 


Secondly, Becauſe if theſe are to be ra- 


ted, the Light in Fa& would be doubly 
taxed, vg. Primarily, when intromitted 


from without, thro* the external Windows, 
and again, when paſling from within ey 
Bag 


r 


the internal or ſecondary ones, it being in 
both Caſes, but one and the ſame Light. 
And, 

Laſtly, Becauſe the Surveyors (who, if 
they a under - rate or over- rate any 
Perſon, are ſubject to great Penalties) have 
no Power given them, by the Act, to ſur- 
vey every Room or Cloſet in a Houle, or 
Liberty to enter the Houſe at all, other- 
wiſe than by paſling thro? it into the Back- 
Yard, in Order to inſpe&t the Windows or 
Lights externally. 

Elect, By whom is this Act to be exe- 
cuted ? 

Sir John. by the Lords of the Treaſury, 
Commiſſioners,” Surveyors, Aſſeſſors, Col- 
lectors, Receivers General, and Peace Of- 
ficers, who have different Provinces aſlign'd, 
and diſtinct Powers granted, them, by the 
Act. 5 

Elect. What are the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury to do? 

Sir Fohn. They are to appoint ſuch Per- 
ſons to be Surveyors or Inſpectors of Win- 
dows within the Kingdom of Great Britain 
as they ſhall think meet. 

They are, from Time to Time, to give 
the Surveyors, and all other Officers and 
Perſons employed in the Execution of the 
AQ, ſuch Orders, Inſtructions, and Direc- 
tions as ſhall be thought neceſſary, which 
they are to obſerve and follow. | 

: e They 


To 


They are, out of the Monies arifing from 
the Duties, to ſettle and appoint ſuch Sa- 
laries and Allowances for the Service, Pains 
and Labour of the Surveyors, and other * 
Officers employed in the Execution of the : 
AR; and alſo for diſcharging the incidental | 
Charges and Expences, neceſſarily attending 
the ſame, as they ſhall think fit and re- 
ſonable. | 4 

Flect. Who are appointed to be Commiſ - 
ſioners for executing the Act, and what is 
their Power and Duty? | 

Sir John. The preſent and future Com- 
mĩſſioners of the Land Tax, whoſe Powers 
and Duties are extenſive and various; of 
which | will give you a brief Recital. 

The Commiſſioners, after aſſembling and 
| dividing themſelves into their reſpective 
1 Diſtricts, (which for the firſt Time muſt 
* be on or before the 18th Day of April 
| 1747, and afterwards on or before the 3oth 
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Day of the ſame Month Yearly) are to call 
* together, by Precept, ſuch Number of Inha- 
ſl - bitants of the Diſtricts within their ſeveral 
N Diviſions as they ſhall think moſt conveni- 
l ent, to bePreſentors and Aſſeſſors, requiring 
| them to appear at ſuch Place and Time as 
; they ſnhall appoint not exceeding ten Days. 
| On the Appearance of the äſſeſſors, 
the Commiſſioneis are to read, or caule to 
| read to them, the ſeveral Rates and Duties 
14 mentioned in the Act, and direct then in 
| what Manner they are to make their Cer- ( 
1 tificates 
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3 
tificates and Aſſeſiments accordingly, and 
then appoint another Day fot them to bri 
in their Certificates, in Writing under their 
Hands, to be verify'd on their Oaths. 
The Rates being aſcertained, and the 
Certificates thereof returned (which muft 
be done on or before the th Day of June 
Yearly) it is the Duty cf the Cemmiſſi. 
oners to peruſe the Certificates, or Aſſefl- 
ments, annually delivered, and to examine 
the Aſſeſſors and Preſentors thereof; and if 
at the Time of ſuch Delivery, or within 
ten Days after, they know, or ſuſpect, that 
any Dwelling Houſe, or the Names of any 
Perſons, chargeable by the Act, are omit- 
red, or the full Number of Windows there- 
in are not ſet down; or that any Houſe is 
undercharged, or not duly charged accord- 
ing to the AQ, they have Power to ſummon 
the Inhabitant of ſuch Houſe to appear 
before them, at a Time prefixed, to be 
5 cexamined touching the Premiſſes; and — 
7 Elect. What if the Perſon ſummoned 
does not appear, have the Commiſſioners 
a compulſive Power in ſuch Cafe? Or how 
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Excuſe for ſuch his Default, he ſhall pay 
double the Sum he ought to have been ſet 
at. . 
Ele. Pray go on, Sir John, 1 beg Par- 
don for the Interruption. $ 

5 Sit 


F are they to proceed? 

: Sir John. If the Perfon ſummoned ſhall 
2 . | 
= negle@ to appear, not having a reaſonable 
ws 
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Sir Jobn, I was going further to tell 
you, that the Commiſſioners are alſo requi- 
red, and authorized, generally, by all 
lawful Ways and Means, to examine and 
enquire into the Number of Windows, or 
Lights, in any Dwelling Houſe, charged, 
or omitted to be charged, and to enlarge, 
alter, abate, or diminiſh, the Aſſeſſirents 
delivered to them, ſo that ſuch Rates may 
be ſet and impoſed upon every Dwelling 
Houſe, as ſhall be according to the true 
Intent and Meaning of the Act. 

Elect. Well, what is to be done after- 
wards ? 

Sir 7ohn. The Rates being examined, 
and ſettled, the Commiſhoners are next to 
allow the Aſſeſſments, by ſetting their Hands 
and Seals thereto, and, at leaſt ten Days 
before the Duties ſhall become due, to iſſue 
out Warrants under their Hands and Seals, 
appointing two of the Perſons named in 
ſuch Aſſeſſments, or any other two Per. 
ſons, as they ſhall think able and reſpon- 
ſible, to be Collectors in the reſpective Di- 
viſions and Places for which they are ap- 
pointed, and forthwith deliver ſuch allow- 
ed Aſſeſſments to the ſaid Collectors re- 
ſpectively, for the ſpeedy levying the ſaid 
Duties, as they ſhall become due. 

Ele&. What! are the Commiſſioners em- 
power'd by the Act to appoint Collectors at 
their own Diſcretion ? | 

ER Sir 
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Sir John. Yes. For tho', as I told you, 
the Aſseſsors are to return the Names of 
two or more able and ſufficient Perſons 
(within the Limits of the Pariſhes or Places 
where they are Aſseſſors) to be Collectors, 
for whom the Inhabitants are made anſwer- 
able ; yet, by a ſubſequent Clauſe in the 
AR, the Commiſſioners are not tied by the 
Nomination of Aſseſsors, but may ap- 
point any other two Perſons, as they ſhall 
think able and reſponſible, to execute the 
Office of Collectors, for the reſpective Di- 
viſions and Places for which the Perſons 
named by the Aſseſsors were ſo preſented. 

Eledt. What is the further Duty of the 


Commiſſioners? 


Sir Jobn. The Commifſioners are alſo 


required, by the Act, within three Months, 


at fartheſt, after the 25th Day of March 


. | Yearly, (all Appeals being firſt heard and 


determined) to cauſe Duplicates to be made 
out and delivered to the Receiver General, 
and alſo tranſmitted to the Offices of the. 


2 King's Remembrancer, for which the proper 
Officers are to give Acquittances gratis. 


Elect, How are the Duplicates to be 


made out? 


Sir Jobn. They are to be made out for 


Z the ſame Hundreds, Wards, Pariſhes, or 
Places, for which diſtin& Duplicates are, 
and have been, uſually made out for the 
Land Tax, in which are to be inſerted the 
Names and Sirnames of the ſeveral Aſſeſ- 
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ſors and Collectors for every ſuch Hun- 
dred, Ward, Pariſh, or Place, as aforeſaid, 

' Elect. Having mentioned Appeals, give 
me leave to interpoſe a Moment, and to 
alk you how they are to be conducted? 

Sir Joby, The Commiſſioners are, in the 
firſt Place, to appoint the Lime and Place 
for hearing Appeals, and the Day or Days 
of Appeal muſt be within thirty Days from 
the reſpectise Quarterly Days of Payment 
appointed by the Act. Upon the Appeal, 
the Commiliibners are to examine the Par- 
ties Complaining, upon Oath, concerning 
the Number of their Windows ; and upon 
due Examination and Knowledge thereof, 
to abate, defalk, enlarge, or encreaſe the 
Aſſeſſments, and, on Non Payment thereof, 
to eſtieat the ſame into the Exchequer : 
And all ſach Appeals, once heard and de- 
termined by the Commiſſioners, are, by the 
AR, declared to be final. 

_ Elect, How ſhall People know the ap- 
pointed Days of Appeal? Is there no pub- 
lick Notice to be given thereof? 

Sir John, Yes, The Cummiſſioners are 
to give Notice to the Collectors of the Time 
and Place of Appeals, and the Collectors, 
within ten Days afterwards, are to cauſe 
the ſame to be publiſhed in every Pariſh 
Church or Chapel within their Diſtricts, 
and alſo affixed in Writing upon the Doors 
of ſuch Churches and Chapels; and, on the 
othet Hand, the Appellant is likewiſe obli- 


ged 
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ged to give Notice, in Writing, to the Aſſeſ- 
ſor of the Place, of his Intention to appeal, 
that he may then and there attend to juſti- 
fy his Aſſelſment. 

Elect, What further Powers are veſted 
in the Commiſſioners ? 

Sir John, If Collectors ſhall detain in 
their Hands the Monics by them received, 
or neglect or refuſe to pay the ſame, and 
every Part thereof, as directed by the AR, 
the Commiſſioners are empowered to leyy 
it by Diſtreſs and Sale of their Goods, &c. 
to impriſon their Perſons, and ſeize their 
Eſtates, Freehold or Copyhold, Real or 
Perſonal, in Poſſeſſion, or deſcending to 
their Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtra- 
tors, whereſoever the ſame can be found; 
and, after appointing a generai Meeting of 
the Commitlioners of the Diviſion, and 
giving ten Days Notice of the Place of ſuch 
Meeting, in caſe the Monies ſo detained 
are not paid, or fatisfied, as it ought to be, 
to ſell and diſpoſe of ſuch Eſtates, or any 
Part of them, to ſatisfy and pay, unto the 
Receiver General, the Sums fo detained. 

Elect. Are the Commiſſioners, in this 
Caſe, to proceed ex Officio, or are they to 
ſtay till Complaint be made of a Default 
of Payment, by the Receivers General, or 
their Deputies ? 

Sir John. To proceed ex Officio, as well 


as upon Complaint, they being empowered 


and required, from Time to Time, to call 
for 
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for an Account from the reſpective Recei- 
vers General, of all the Monies received 
by them of Collectors, and of the Payment 
thereof into the Exchequer ; and in Caſe 
of a Failure in the Premiſſes, to cauſe the 
ſame to be forthwith levyed and paid, ace 
cording to the true Intent and Meaning of 
the Act. 

Elect. What is to be done if any of the 
Officers, employ'd in the Execution of the 
Act, do not perform their Duty? 

Sir 1 If any Aſſeſſor, Collector, or 
other t'erſon, appointed by the Commiſ- 
ſioners, ſhall wil fully neglect or refuſe to 
perform his Duty, in the due and ſpeedy 
Execution of the Act, the Commiſſioners 
ire empowered and required to impoſe on 
ſuch Defaulter, any Fine, not exceeding 
twenty, nor leſs than five, Pounds, for one 
Offence, to be levy'd, certify'd, and given 
in Charge to the Receivers General, amongft 
the Rates aforeſaid, 

Elec. How, and by whom, are the 
Commiſſioners and Aſſeſſors to be rated? 

Sir 70hn. The Commiſſioners are to aſ. 
ſeſs every Aſſeſſor, within their reſpective 
Limits, and allo each other; and if any 
Controverſy ſhall ariſe between them, con- 
cerning the Aſseſsment of other Commiſ- 
ſioners, the Commiſſioners intereſted therein 
ſhall not only have no Voice, but alſo 
withdraw during the Debate, and until 
ſuch Time as their Caſes ſnall be determined 


by 
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1 
by the other Commiſſioners; and all Que- 
ſtions and Differences, touching the ſaid 
Rates and Duties, are, upon Complaint of 
the Perſon grie ved, finally to be determi- 
ned by the Commiſſioners, without further 
Suit at Law. 
_ Elect. What is to be done where there 
are Privileged Places within the Precincts 
of any Aſseſsors or Collectors? 

Sir Jobn. In all Privileged or extra- 
parochial Places, the Commifhoners are 
ſpecially to appoint two Perſons living near 
ſuch Places to be Aſseſsors, and alſo two 
others to be Collectors, who are to make 
Aſseſsments, and collect Monies there in 
the ſame Manner as in other Places; but 
no Perſon whatſoever, inhabiting a City, 
Burrough, or Town Corporate, is compel- 
lable to be an Aſseſsor or Collector out of 
the Limits thereof. 

Elect. How many Commiſſioners make 
a Quorum ? : 

Sir John. In all Cafes there muſt be 
three Commiſſioners at leaſt to conſtitute a 
Quorum. 

Elect. If there ſhould not be a ſufficient 
Number of acting Commiſſioners in any 
Pariſh, or Place, how is that Defect to be 
lupply'd ? 

Sir John, Where Aſseſsments and Du- 
plicates have not been made out in due 
Time, for Want of a ſufficient Number of 
acting Commiſſioners in the Places for 


which 


1 
| which they ought to be made, the Commit- 
| 


fioners living in any neighbouring Pariſh 
or Place, within the {ame County, are 
empowered to ſupply the Deficiency. 
lect. Are the Commiſſioners obliged to 
it receive the Sacrament to qualify themſelves 
1 to act? we. | 
Sir Fohn. No. The Commiſhoners em- 
ployed in the Execution of this Act, are 
15 ſpecially exempted from all Penalties of 
the Act of the 25th Car. II. for preventing 
Dangers which may happen from Popiſh 
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U | Recuſants. : 
j | Elect. What is the Province, Power, and 
| i; Duty of the Surveyors ? 2 


"nt Sir John. Having already told you, Page 
Ii! 7. by whom they are to be appointed and 
paid, it evidently follows that they are in- 
tended to be Checks, in behalf of the 
Crown, on the other Officers appointed by 
the Commiſſioners ; and theit Duty by the 
AQ 1s Ro | 
| To Survey and Inſpect Houfes, to View 
and Number the Windows or Lights in 
each Houſe, to peruſe and examine the ® 
Aſſeſsments or Certificates, and if they find 

any Perſon or Premiſses under-rated, or nat 

rated and charged as the Act directs, they © 

are impower'd, if they ſhall ſee Cauſe for 

ſo doing, to alter and amend ſuch Aſſeſſ- 

Iii ments themſelves before they are ſigned by 
| the Commiſſioners, 
Elect. 


(F< 


Elect. How are they to proceed, in ſuch 
Caſe, after the Rates are ſigned and allowed 
by the Commiſſioners? . 

Sir 7obn. They are, by Way of Surcharge, 
to certify ſuch Omiſſion or Under Rate, in 
Writing under their Hands, to three or 
more of the Commiſſioners, within the Di- 
viſion where ſuch Neglect or Failure ſhall 
happen to be, in order. to have the ſame 
rectified and levy'd accordingly, 

Ele, Have the Surveyors a Fower to 
enter into, and inſpect every Part of a Houſe, 
without Leave of the Occupier ? 

Sir 7obn. No. But they are impower'd, 
at ſeaſonable Times, with a Conſtable or 
other Peace-Officer, to pafs through any 
Houſe, in order to go into the Yard or 
Backſide, there externally to View and In- 
ſpect the Windows or Lights of ſuch Houſe, 
that cannot be conveniently ſeen . or num- 
ber'd without it, and this they have Li- 
berty to do twice in every Year during the 
Continuance of the AR, 

Elect. Is there no Proviſion, in the Act, 
for preventing wrong Charges, that People 
may not be, unneceſlarily, put to the 
Trouble of Appeals? 

Sir John. Yes. If any Surveyor of the 
Duties, ſhall knowingly or wilfully, thro? 
Favour or Malice, under rate or over-rate, 
or omit to charge any Perſon or Perſons, 
liable to the Payment of the Rates and 
Duties granted by mw AR, or ſhall be 


guilty 
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guilty of any corrupt or illegal Practices, 
in the Execution of his Office, he ſhall for 
every ſuch Offerce forfeit the Sum of one 
hundred Pounds, and be diſmiſſed from 
his K 

Ele, What is the Duty of the Aſſeſſors 
by the AQ? 

Sir John. The Aſſeſſors, on the Day 
prefixed by the Commiſſioners, are to bring 
in Certificates, or Aſſeſſments, in Writing 
under their Hands, to be verify'd upon 
their Oaths, of every Dwelling H 
habited and charged by the Act, within 
their reſpective Limits, and of the Number 
of Windows or I ighis in each Houſe, to- 
gether with the Names and Sirnames of 
the ſeveral] Occupiers or Inhabitants there- 
of, and of the ſeveral Sums of Money they 
ought to pay by Virtue of the AR, without 
Coucealment or Favour, upon the Penalty 
of forſciting any Suin not exceeding five 
Pounds, nor Jeſs than forty Shillings. 

They are allo, at the tame Time, to 
return the Names of two, or more, able 
and ſufficient Perſons, within their reſpec- 
tive Limits, to be Collectors of the ſeveral 
Rates and Duties granted by the Act; 

i hey are from Tine to Time, upon 
Notice in Writing given them by Per ſons 
intending to appeal againſt the Rates, to 
attend the Commiſſioners at the ] ime and 
Lee appointed, to juſtify their Aſſeſſments; 
and before they enter upon the n 

0 


ouſe in- 
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of their Offices, they are to take the Oaths 


appointed by the 1 V. & M. 

Elec. By whom are theſe Oaths to be 
2dminiſtred ? 

Sir Jobn. By the Commiſſioners of the 
County, Shire, Stewarty, City, or Place 
where the Aſſeſſments are to be made who 
are alſo empowered to adminiſter al! ther 
Oaths required by the AR to be taken by 
any Officer or Perſon whatſoever. 

Elect. What is the Duty and Power of 
Collectors by the Act 2 | 

Sir John. As ſoon as the Collectors have 
received the Aſſeſſments and Warrants un- 
der the Hands and Seals of the Commifſi- 
oners, for the ſpeedy colledting and levy iug 
of the Rates and Duties payable by the 
AR, they are required, within tea Days 
after the ſame ſhall become due, to make 
Demand thereof of the Parties charged, or 
at the Places of their laſt Abode, ar.d, upon 
Payment, to give Acquittances under their 
Hands gratis, which Acquittinces are de- 
clared by the Act to be a full Diſcharge to 
every Perſon paying the ſame, againſt his 
Majeſty, &@*c. 

1hey are, within ten Days after receiv- 
ing Notice from the Commiſſioners of che 
appointed Places and Days of Appea] to 
cauſe the ſame to be publiſhe! in every 
Pariſh Church or Chapel within ur 
Diſtricts, on the Lord's Day, imuccately 
after Divine Service, (if any) and alſo on 

the 


1 


the ſame Day: to cauſe like Notice to be 
1 


fixed in Writing on the Doors of ſuch 
Churches and Chapels, that Perſons who 
think themſelves over-rated, may know 
when and where to make their Appeal to 
the Commiſſioners. 

1 hey are, within twenty Days after re- 
ceiving the Moneys due upon the Rates, to 
pay the ſame, at ſuch Place as the Commiſ- 
ſioners ſhall appoint, not being above ten 
Miles from the place of their Habitations, 
unto the Receiver-General, or his Deput 
appointed under Hand and Seal and noti- 
ficd as ſuch to the Commiſſioners, whoſe 


Receipts are, by the Act, declared to be a 


oO 


ſufficient Diſcharge to every ſuch Col- 
lector. 


They are, within ten Days after the firſt 
Meeting of the Commiſſioners yearly, to 


cauſe Copies of the Aſſeſſinents given to 


them, and of their Collection thereon, fair- 
ly written and ſigned by them, with the 
neceſſary Alterations therein, by Reaſon of 
new Houſes erected, or the Number of 
Windows in any Hovſe increaſed, or the 
Change of Inhabitants or Occupiers, or 
otherwiſe, to be delivered to the Commiſ- 
fioners acting in the Diviſions or Places for 
which they were appointed Collectors re- 
ſpectively. 

Ele&. If Perſons neglect or refuſe to pay 


their Rates when demanded, how is the 
ſame to be levyed ? 


Sir 
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Sir Fohn, Upon Non-payment of the 
Ratcs, upon Demand made by the Collec-- 
tors, according to their Warrants, they are 
authorized and required by the Act to di- 
ſtrain the Goods and Chattels of the De- 
faulter, and to keep the Diſtreſs four Days 
at the charge of the Owner, and if not re- 
deemed within that Lime, to cauſe it to be 
appraiſed by two or more Inhabitants of 
the Place, and fold for Payment thereof, 
and, after deducting the Charges of taking 
and keeping the ſaid Diſt reis, they are to 
return the Overplus, if any, to the Owner. 

Elect. Will the general Warrant or E- 
ſtreat, uſually annexed to Aſſeſſments by 
the Commiſſioners, juſtify ſuch Diſtreſs, 
or is it neceſſary for Collectors to have a 
ſpecial Warrant for that Purpoſe? 

Sir John, | am of Opinion a ſpecial War- 
rant is not neceſſary, but that the general 
Warrant annexed to the Aſﬀlefiment, if 
theie be apt Words therein to empower the 
Collector to make Diſtreſs, will juſtify ſuch 
Officer, in caſe of Non payment on De- 
mand made according to the Precept, to 
diſtrain the Goods and Chattels cf any Per- 
ſon ſpecially and rightly named in ſuch 
Aſſeſſment, provided there be no Obſtruc- 
tion or Reſiſtance, 

Elect. Suppoſe the Inhabitant's Name 
be not in the Aſſeſſment, which muſt fre- 
quently be the Caſe in Yearly Rates, on 

Account 
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Account of the Quarterly Change of Te- 
nants, how is ſuch inhabitant charged? 

Sir Fohn. In this Cale, if to the Perſon 
ſpecially named in Poſleſſion of any Houſe, 
there be added or Occupier, I apprehend 
thoſe general Words will ſufficiently charge 
every future Inhabitant of ſuch Houſe with 
the Payment of the Duties rated thereon, 
and, in caſe of Non-payment, equally ſub- 
jet him to Diſtreſs and Sale, with others 
ſpecially named; but with this Difference 
in levying ir, that the Collector muſt have 
a ſpecial Warrant, under the Hands and 
Seals of three or more of the Commiiſi- 
oners, for that Purpoſe, to juſtify ſuch 
Diſtreſs, 

Elect. Suppoſe the Perſon ſpecially na- 
med in the Aſſeſſment be removed, and 
there be no general Words to comprize the 
future Occupier, will ſuch future Occupier 
be exempt from the Duties charged on the 
Houſe he occupies ? 
Sir John. Before the Rates are ſigned and 

allowed by the Commiſſioners, ſuch Mi- 
ſtake may be eaſily rectify'd by them, or 
by the Surveyors, who, by the Act, are ex- 
preſsly empowered ſo to do; but after 
wards, tis doubtful, whether ſuch future 
Inhabitant can be rated, or the Duties 
charged on ſuch Houle be raiſed and levy- 
ed at all. Becauſe the Clauſe empowering 
Surveyors to make Surcharges, do not, in 
my Opinion, comprize the Caſe of Frogs 

that 


er 
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that are wholly omitted in the Rate, but 
only when under rated, the Words of the 
Clauſe being as follows, viz. and if any 
Surveyor or Surveyors ſhall, after the Rates 
or Aſſeſſments are ſigned and allowed as 4. 
foreſaid, find or diſcover, updn his or their 
Survey, that any Dwelling Houſes, Win- 
dows or Lights, which ſbould and ought 
to be charged with the Duties, bave been 
omitted to be charged therewith, or are 
under rated, ſuch Surveyor or Surveyors 
ſvall certify the ſame in Writing, under his 
Hind, by Way of Surcharge, to any three 
or more of the Commiſſimers, in order to 
baue the ſame certify'd in the Aſſeſſment, 
and the Commiſſioners are therewpon to 
cauſe the ſame to be rectified, and the ſaid 
Rates and Duties levied accordingly, 

Ele. Pray, Sir Jobn, is not this a great 
Overſight in the Act, and may it not be 
attended with ſome Loſs to the Revenue? 

Sir John. I think it was an Omiſſion, 
that this Caſe was not more particularly 
provided for, which might eaſily have been 
done, by inſerting the Word Perſons as 
well as Dwelling Houſes, Windows and 
Lights, in the Clauſe above-mentioned ; 
but I am apprehenſive that the Revenue 
cannot ſuffer by it, if the Surveyors and 
Commiſſioners, when they peruſe and exa- 
mine the Aſleſſ:nents before they are fign'd 
and allowed, be careful to ſee that the ge- 
neral Words, or Occupier, be ſet pal 
the 
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the Name of every Perſon ſpecially rated 
in ſuch Aſſfeſſments. | 

Fledt. What is to be done in caſe of Ob- 
ſtruction or Reſiſtance, or where no ſuffici- 
ent Diſtreſs can be found on the Premiſſes ? 

Sir John. In the firſt Caſe, the Collectors 
are authorized to break open any Houſe, 
in the Day Time, upon Warrant under the 
Hands and Seals of three or more Com- 
miſſioners, calling to their Aſſiſtance the 
Conſtable, or other Peace Officer, where 
any Refuſal or Reſiſtance ſhall be made, 
who at his Peril is required to be aiding 
and aſſiſting in the Premiſſes. And 

In the ſecond Caſe, where no ſufficient 
Diſtreſs can be found whereby to levy the 


Duties, and the ſame be not paid within 


twenty Days after Demand, the Commiſ- 
ſioners are authorized by Warrant under 
their Hands and Seals to commit the De- 
faulter to the common Goal, without Bail 
or Mainprize, until Payment ſhall be made. 

Elect. If the Occupier of a Houſe ſhould 
remove, with his Effects, into another Pa- 
riſn, out of the Juriſdiction of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Diviſion, without firſt paying 
the Duties charged on him for ſuch Houſe; 
what is then to be done? 

Sir J7obn. In this Caſe, the acting Com- 
miſſioners, for the Place where Rates and 
Duties charged, are unpaid by the Perſon 
removing, are required to ſign and tranſ- 
mit a Certificate thereof, to the acting Com- 

miſfioners 


| 
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miſsioners of the Pariſh or Place where 
ſuch Defaulter ſhall happen to reſide, who 
are impowered to levy the ſame upon the 
Party removed, and cauſe the Monies, ſo 
levyed, to be paid to the Collectors of the 
Place from whence he did remove. 

Ele4, But ſuppoſe he ſhould remove 
the Day before the Quarter Day, on which 
the Duties charged on ſuch Houſe ſhall be- 
come due; will he be liable to the like 
Proceſs for the whole Duty of that Quarter 
or for any, and what Proportion thereo 
when it ſhall become due? | 

Sir John. A ſimilar Caſe to this being 
ſtated to the preſent Ld. Chancellor, wher 
he was Attorney General, I ſhall tranſcribe 
his Anſwer to the Queſtion put thereon, 
mutatis mutandis, which: I believe will 
give you entire Satisfaction? 

Theſe Duties being expreſsly made pay- 
able by the Act at Midſummer, Michael. 
mas, Chriſtmas, and Lady-Day, only, 1 am 

Opinion, that Perſons who quit their 
Houſes before either of thoſe Quarter Doys, 
are not liable to pay any Pars of theſe Du- 
ties for the then current Quarter, the ſeve- 
ral Quarterly Payments being entire, and 
tbe Act having charged them only upon the 
Inhabitants or Occupiers, for the Time be- 
wp, their Executors or Adminiſtrators; and 
conſequently, Pet ſons ſo removing are not 
liable to the Proceſs above-mentioned, 

2 Elect, 
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Elect. According to this Opinion, if one 
Perſon quits a Houſe, and another enters, 
any Time before Quarter Day, the Perſon 
ſo entering is ſubject to the Payment of 
the whole Duty for that Quarter, and the 
Perſon quitting cannot be charged at all. 

Sir Jobn. Mr. Attorney General's Opi- 
nion is clear on this Head, and very full 
in his Anſwer to the ſecond Queſtion put 
him, to the Effect following, Whether Per- 
ſons who enter upon Houſes within the 
Quarter, are liable to the Payment of the 
whole Duty for that Quarter To which 
he anſwers, Mutatis mutandis, as follows, 
Tam of Opinion, that the Inbabitant or 
Occupier of a Houſe at the Times when 
theſe Duties ſhall become due, is liable to 
pay the whole Duties for that Houſe for the 
Quarter then ending, notwithſtanding he 
entered in the Middle of, or at any Time 
during, that Quarter; and though ſome 
Haraſhip may poſſibly ariſe from beyce to 
particular Perſons, that is to be regulated 
between I andlord and Tenant, or between 
a precedent and ſubſequent Tenant, and 
does not at all concern the Crown. . _ 

Ele&. If this be Law, won't the Reve- 
nue frequently ſuffer by Removals, with- 
out an immediate Succeſſion of Occupiers? 

Sir 7ohn, I think it muſt be always 
the Caſe when one Tenant removes before 
the Expiration of the Quarter, and the 
Houſe continues void the next Quarter; 

or 
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or when the ſucceeding Tenant does not 
enter till after the Day on which the Mo- 


ney became due. For it cannot be charg'd 


on the Landlord, by the Act; nor on the 
Tenant removing, or ſucceeding, if neither 
of them inhabited the Houſe at the Time 
when the Duties became due, according 
to Mr. Attorney General's Opinion above 
recited; ſo that, by Conſequence, in all ſuch 
Caſes, there muſt, neceſſarily, be a Loſs to 
the Revenue of ſo much Money as became 
due, at the Time when there was no Occu- 
pier, or actual Inhabitant of the Houſe 
charged therewith. re 
Elect. What is the further Duty of Col- 
lectors by the Act? | | 
Sir John. They are to make, and deliver 
to the Receivers General, or to their De- 
puties, a perfect Schedule, fairly written 
on Parchment, under their Hands and 
Seals, ſigned and allowed by three Commiſ- 
ſioners at leaſt, of the Names and Sirnames, 
and Places of Abode, of every. Perſon, 
within their reſpective Collections, that 
ſtall make Default of Payment of any Sums 
on them rated or aſſeſſed, reſpectively, to be 
returned into the Exchequer, that Proceſs 
may go out from thence againſt the De- 
faulters, 1 
Elect. Is there no Penalty on Collectors 
who make falſe or fraudulent Collections? 
Sir Jobn, Yes. If Collectors ſhall ga- 
ther Duties by any Rate or Book not ſign'd 
D 2 and 
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and allowed by the Commiſſioners, or from 
any Perſon not charged therewith, or more 
Money than is actually charged therein, or 
ſhall fraudulently alter ſuch Book or Rate, 
after ſigned and allowed -as aforeſaid, or 
ſhall no! pay the whole Money by them 
collected, as the Act directs, they ſhall, for 
every ſuch Offence, forfeit the Sum of 
twenty Pounds. 

Elect. What other Remedy 1s there a- 
— Collectors who detain Money in their 
Hands, and neglect, or refuſe, to pay the 
ſame, according to the Direction of the 
Act? 

Sir John. Ilie Receivers General are to 
call upon them to haſten the Payment of 
all Monies by them received, and, in De- 
fault of Payment, are empowered to levy 
the ſame upon them, by Warrant under 
the Hands and Seals of three Commiſſioners, 
by Diſtreſs and Sale of their Goods and 
Chattles ; the Commiſſioners are alſo em- 
powered to impriſon their Perſons, and 
ſeize and ſecure their Eſtates, Freehold or 
Copyhold, Real or Perſonal, in Poſſeſſion, 
or deſcending to their Heirs, Executors 
and Adminiſtrators, and to ſell the ſame, 
or any Part thereof, to make good the De- 
ficiency. 

Elect, Is there any Proviſion in the Act 
to prevent Deficiencies, in Caſe of the Fai- 


lure of Collectors with Arrears in their 
Hands? 
Sir 
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Sir 7obn. Les. The Pariſhes and Places 
by whom Collectors are employed, are 
made anſwerable for all the Monies by them 
received; and, if any Arrear ſhall hap 
by Reaſon of the Failure of ColleQors, the 
Commiſſioners are to cauſe ſuch Arrears to 
be re-aſſeſſed, within ſuch Pariſhes and 
Places reſpectively, on all Houſes; Win- 
dows and Lights, that are liable to the 
Payment of the Rates and Duties chargeable 
by the Act. 

Elect. Will this Proviſion take Place, 
when none of the Perſons, nominated and 
returned by the Aſſeſſors, are made Collec- 
tors, but where the Commiſſioners appoint 
others at their own Diſcretion ? 

Sir John, I am of Opinion it will not: 
Becauſe, on the Failure of Collectors, ſuch 
Pariſhes and Places, only, are, by the AQ, 


re- aſſeſſible, as were by a preceeding Clauſe 


made anſwerable for their Collectors; and 
no Pariſhes or Places are, by that Clauſe, 
made anſwerable for Collectors, but thoſe 
by whom ſuch ColleQors are employed; 
and how, or in what Senſe, Officers can be 
ſaid to be employed by Pariſhes or Places, 
who have no Hand in nominating, ap- 


pointing, or paying ſuch Officers, is hard 


to be conceived. _ 

Elect. Pray, Sir John, what then 1s to 
be done in ſuch Caſes? Is any other Me- 
thod to be taken to ſecure the Revenue, C 

mu 
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muſt the Crown abſolutely loſe ſuch Ar- 
—__ 
Sir Fobhn, Poſſibly the Commiſſioners 
themſelves, who are expreſsly required by 
the Act to appoint able and reſponſible Pers 
ſons to be Collectors, may, ſome Way or 
other, in caſe of a Failure, be made ace 
countable for their own indiſcreet and ar- 
bitrary Appointments; for which Reaſon, 
think, Comwiſſioners ſhould be extremely 
cautious, on their own Account, how they 
appoint any other Perſons to be Collectors 
than ſuch as are nominated by the Aſſeſ- 
ſors, as well as on Account of the Crown, 
ſince ſuch Arrears, if the Commiffioners 
themſelves are not, in this Caſe, anſwerable 
for it, muſt for ever remain a Deficienc 
W * for by the Act. . 
_ £Fle#. I remember, on our firſt Day's 
Conference, you were pleaſed to deliver it 
as your private Opinion, that Malt Houſes, 
Workſhops, and other Outhouſes, not in- 
habited, nor contiguous to Dwelling Houſes, 
were not chargeable with the Duties by 
the preſent Act; which Opinion, being dia- 
metrically oppoſite to that of Mr, Attorney 
General Northey, that T have fince ſeen, 
on the Cafe ſtated to him from the Former 
Acts, I ſhould. be glad to be informed, Sir 
Fohn, upon what Reaſons you differ in 
Opinion from that Gentleman, ſince there 
is no material Difference, in any of the Acts, 
as to the Wording of the Clauſes relative 
to that Subject? '-- or 
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Sir Jobn. That very Opinion of Sir 
Edward Northey, which you mention, and 
which I had then ſeen, connected with the 
total Silence of the preſent Act on the 
Subject, is the Het and Foundation of 
the Difference between us. For, the Opi- 
nion of an Attorney General being no Au- 
thority in Law, and there being no ad- 
Jud ud 1 Caſe upon the Point ſince, it m 
think, be reaſonably inferred, that if ho 

Legiſlature had intended to adopt that O- 
pinion, they would, for revatiging Doubts 
that might ariſe, have ſpecially mentioned 
the Caſe of ſuch Outhouſes in the preſent 
Act, and have explicitly ratify*d and con- 
firm' d it. 

This the Parliament has done in other 
dubious Points which are now clear'd up 
particularly that of Landlords letting — 
their Houſes in ſeveral Apartments, in 
which Caſe it was formerly doubted, whe, 
ther the Duties on ſuch Houſes could be 
charg'd on the Landlord; but upon a State 
of it to Mr. Attorney General Trevor, which 
is printed at the End of the Collection of the 
Window Acts, he gave it as his Opinion, 
that the Landlord, in ſuch Caſe, was to be 
deemed the Occupier, and ratcable accord- 
ingly. This is now theLaw; and is expreſ- 
fly declared to be ſo by tho preſent Act: 

hereas the Caſe of Malt Houſes, Work 
Shops, and other Outhouſes, remains ſtill 
undetermined by any proper Authority 
whatſoever, | Elect. 
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Elec. What is the Power and Duty of 
Receivers General by the Act? | 

Sir John. They are, in the firſt Place, 
to appoint: Deputies, under their Hands 
and Seals, to receive and give Diſcharges, 
and are required to notify the ſame unto 
three or more of the Commiſſioners in their 
reſpective Diviſions, within twenty Days 
after their firſt general Meeting, and ſo 
from Time to Time, within the ſame 
Number of Days, after the Death or Re- 
moval of any Deputy, if any ſuch ſhall 
happen. 

They are to call upon and haſten Col- 
lectors to make Payment, to them or their 
Deputies, of all the Monies by them recei- 
ved, and to give Acquittances gratis to 
ſuch as pay the ſame ; and, in Default of 
Payment, they are empowered, having a 
Warrant under the Hands and Seals of the 
Commiſſioners, to levy upon the Defaulters, 
oy Diſtreſs and Sale of their Goods and 
Chattles, all ſuch Sums as ſhall remain un- 


piid according to the Act. 


They are to pay all Monies by them re- 
ceived of Collectors into the Exchequer by 
Quarterly Payments, on the reſpective 
Days appointed by the Act, or within forty 
Days after; and in caſe any Receiver Ge- 
neral, or his Deputy, ſhall pay any Part of 
ſuch Monies to any Perſon whatſoever, 
other than into the Receipt of his Majeſty's 
Exchequer, and within the reſpective Times 

limited 


: 
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limited (except the neceſſary Charges of 
receiying, levying, managing, paying, and 
2 as directed by the Act) ſuch 
Receiver General ſhall, for every ſuch Of- 
fence of himſelf, or his Deputy, forfeit 
the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds. 

Ele, By whom, and in what Manner, 
is this Penalty to be recovered ? | 

Sir John. By any Perſon that ſhall ſue 
for the ſame, in any Court of Record, by 
Bill, Plaint, or Information, wherein no 
Efſoign, Protection, or Wager of Law is to 
be allowed. 

Elect. What are thoſe excepted neceſſary 
Charges of Receiving, Levying, Managing, 
Paying, and Accounting, as directed in the 
Act? | | 

Sir Jobn, Every Receiver General is to 
be allowed Two-pence in the Pound for 
what Money he ſhall pay into the Receipt 
of his Majeſty's Exchequer; every Collec- 
tor Three-pence in the Pound, for what 
Money he ſhall pay to rhe Receiver Gene- 
ral or his Deputy ; and, for Writing and 
Tranſcribing the Aſſeſſments, Warrants, 
Eftreats, and Duplicates, the Commiſlio- 
ners Clerks, reſpectively performing the 
lame, are, by Warrant under three or mors 
of their Hands, to receive, from the re- 
ſpective Receivers General or their Depu- 
ries, Three Halfpence in the Pound, of all 
ſuch Monies as they ſhall receive by Virtue 
thereof, pfovided-the ſaid Warrants or E- 

ods aca E {treats, 
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ſtreats, and the Duplicates thereof, be 
made out and deliver'd to the ſaid Receivers 
General, and into the reſpective Offices of 
the King's Remembrancer, within the 
Times limited by the AR, and not other- 
wiſe. 

Elect. What is the further Duty of the 
Receivers General? 

Sir John. They are to return, into his 
Ma jeſty's Courts of Exchequer in England 
and Scotland reſpectively, the Schedules 
delivered to them or their Deputies, by the 
Collectors, containing the Names, and laces 
of Abode, of all Perſons making Default of 
Payment of any of the Sums rated, or aſſeſſed, 
on ſuch Perſons, that they may be charged 
with Proceſſes out of the reſpective Courts, 
according to the Courſe thereof in that Be- 
half. | 

Elect. Are the proper Officers of the 
reſpective Courts of Exchequer obliged, in 
Conſequence of ſuch Returns, to iſſue out 
Proceſſes accordingly ? 
Sir John. Yes, Every proper Officer 
therein concerned, 1s expreſsly required, 
by the Act, to take Care, from Time to 
J ime, that ſuch Proceſſes be duly iſſued, 
and made eflectual, ſo that all Arrears may 
be ſpeedily recovered, and paid into the 
ſaid Exchequers reſpectively. 

Ele&, Suppoſe the Receivers General 
ſhould make falſe Returns, and innocent 
Perſons ſhould, in Conſequence thereof, be 

damaged 
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damaged by Proceſſes out of the Courts, 
what 1s the Remedy ? 

Sir John. If any Receiver General ſhall 
certify any Sums of Money to be in Arrear 
or unpaid, after the ſame hath been recei- 
ved by him or his Deputies; or ſhall cauſe 
any Perfon to be ſet inſuper, in the ſaid 
Courts, for any Sum of Money ſo received, 
he ſhall forfeit, to every Perſon that ſhall be 
moleſted, vexed, or er by Reaſon 
thereof, double the Damages occaſioned 
thereby, and to the King, double the Sum 
ſo 3 certify'd or ſet inſuper as afore. 
ſaid. 

Elect. What Method muſt the Party in- 
jured take to recover ſuch Damages? 

Sir John. The Damages are to be reco- 
vered by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or 
Information, wherein no Eſſoign, Protecti- 
on, or Wager of Law ſhall be allowed, or 
any more than one Imparlance. 

Elect. Will no Stay of Proſecution, in 
this and the like Caſes, be admitted by the 
Court in Favour of the Defendant ? | 

Sir John. No. lt is expreſsly enacted, 
that no Stay of Proſecution, by non vult 
ulterius proſequi, ſhall be admitted, recei- 
ved, or allowed by any Court whatſoever, 
in any Suit or Proceeding for the Recove- 
ry of any Penalties or Forfeitures inflicted 
by the Act, or therein mentioned, for, ot 
in order to, the Conviction or Diſability of 
any Perſon offending againſt the ſame. 

E 2 Hes. 
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Elect.. Is chere no Limitation of Lime 
for Receivers General to make Returns of 
Arrears, that Perſons may certainly know 
when they are abſolutely free from After- 
Charges? g 

Sir John. Les. The Time limited by 
the Act for the Receivers General to paſs 
their Accounts in the Exchequer, is within 
two Years, at the fartheſt, after the End 
of the Year for which any Rates or Duties 
ſhall be payable, and beyond that Time no 
Receiver, his Heirs, Executors, or Adm1- 
niſtrators, will be allowed or admitted to 
ſet inſuper, or charge any County, Diviſi- 
on, or Place, with Arrears? 

Ele4. How are Arrears afterwards to be 
recovered, or muſt the Crown loſe ſuch 
Arrears ? | 

Sir Jobn. No. The Crown will loſe 
nothing by the Neglect of Receivers, in 
this Caſe, if either they or their Securities 
are ſolvent ; becauſe all ſuch Arrears are 
expreſsly, by the AQ, to remain a Debt 
upon {ſuch Receivers, to be anſwered by 

them and their Securities, their Heirs, Ex- 
ecutors, and Adminiſtrators, Lands, Tene- 
ments, Goods and Chattles reſpectively. + 

Ele, What is the Power and Duty of 
the Peace Officers by the Act? 

Sir Fobn. All Conſtables, Headboroughs, 
Tythingmen, and other Peace Officers, are 
enjoined, by the Act, to be reſpectively 
aiding and aſſiſting in the Execution re. 
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of, and to obey. and execute all: Precepts 
and Warrants that ſhall '-be' directed to 
them, by any three or more of the reſpec- 
tive 8 in that Behalf. 

Eledti. What may private Perſons and 
Parithes lawfully do, m thetr own Defence, 
againſt the Operation of the Ad, and alſo 
againſt vexatious and fraudulent Proceed. 
ings of the Officers employed in the Exe- 
cution of it? 8 FOR 

Sir John. Private Perſons, who think 
they are not well able to pay the full Du- 
ties, chargeable on their Dwelling Houfes 
by the Act, may lawfully, from Time to 
Time, during the . Continuance thereof, 
ſtop up any Number of Windows or Lights 
they think fit; and with immediate Effect, 
if it be done before the reſpective Days 
appointed by the Commiſſioners for hear- 
ing Appeals, but not afterwards, during 
the current Quarter; becauſe Appeals once 
heard and determined, are, by the Act, 
expreſsly declared to be final, without any 
further Appeal upon any Pretence whatſo- 
ever. 

Private Perſons, who think themſel ves 
over- rated, may appeal to the Commiſſio- 
ners, and have their Grievances redreſſed, 
provided they take Care to attend at the 
Times and Places appointed by the Com- 
miſſioners, for hearing and determining 
ſuch Appeals. | 
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- Pariſhes and Private Perſons may, in my 
Opinion, defend themſelves by Law a- 
gainſt Re- aſſeſſments on the Failure of Col- 
lectors, when ſuch Collectors were arbitra- 
rily appointed by the Commiſſioners (altho' 
according to the Statute) and not nomina- 
ted and returned by the Aſſeſſors of the 
Pee. 

Private Perſons may, and ought to, make 
Informations againſt Collectors who gather 
the Duties, by any other Rates, or Books, 
than what are figned and allowed by the 
Commiſſioners, or from Perſons not rated, 
or more Money than 1s actually charged in 
ſuch Rates, or who ſhall fraudulently alter 
ſuch Rates after they have been ſigned and 
allowed, and procure the Penalty, for every 
uch Offence, to be levyed on ſuch Collec- 
tor as the Act directs. | 

Private Perſons, after tendering the full 
Duties rated on them, before Witneſſes, on 
Demand made by the Collectors, may de- 
fend themſelves, by Law, againſt Diſtreſſes 
and Sales of their Goods 'and Chattles, for 
more Monies than are actually due; altho* 
ſuch Collectors ſhould, upon 
falſe Pretences, obtain a proper and legal 
Warrant from the Commiſſioners, in order 
to juſtify ſuch Diſtreſles, 

. Pariſhes and Private Perſons may ſue for, 
and recover, double Damages againſt Recei- 
vers General, who ſhall, by unjuſt and 
falſe Certificates, Returns, and ſetting inſt. 
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per, occalion-ivexatious Proceſſes to be iſſu- 
ed out of the Courts of Exchequer againſt 
them to their Hurt and Damage. —» 
Private Perſons may lawfully, at al 
Times, hinder: Surveyors from inſpecting 
internally, the ſeveral Rooms of their 
Houſes, or from entering the Houſe at all 
at unſeaſonable Hours, and without a Con- 
ſtable or other Peace Officer, or oſtner than 
twice in the Lear, and then only to paſs 
thro* it into the Yard or Backſide, exter- 
nally to inſpect the Windows of ſuch 
Houſes that cannot conveniently be ſeen or 
numbered without it, Wi | 
Elect. May Occupiers of Houſes lawful- 
ly open any Windows or Lights, once 
opped up, if they ſhould find it inconve- 
nient to continue them ſo ſtopped up any 
longer? | TA | 
Sir Fohn, Yes; they may at their own 
Pleaſure open Windows ſtopped up, before 
the Aſſeſſments are ſigned and allowed by 
the Commiſſioners, without Danger, and 
afterwards, provided they firſt give Notice 
thereof, in Writing, to the Surveyor of 
the Rates, but, not otherwiſe, under the. 
Penalty of twenty Shillings for every Win- 
dow ſo opened. 1 
Elect. How are the Penalties and Forfei- 
"re to be levyed on Offenders againſt the 
Sir Jobn. All Penalties and Forfeitures 
incurred for any Offenccs againſt the Act, 
for 
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for whict: there is no particular Way af 
Levying therein pteſeribed; are to be levy- 
ed by Warrant under the Hands and Seals 
bf chree ar more Commiſſioners of the Di- 
viſion on Place, where ſuck Offence ſhall be 
coinmitted, by Diſtreſs and Sale of, the 
Goods of The Offender; rendering the O. 
verplus to the Owner, after deducting the 
reaſonable Charges for diſtraining the fame. 
_ Elect; I find | the Act has fully provided 
for che Defence of Occupiets of Houſes, 4 
gainſt the-Frauds and Injuſtice of the Gfl. 
cers; is there no Proviſion 3 in the Starute 
likewiſe in Favour of Officers who do their 
Duty, to prevent-vexytious Suits and Pro- 
ſecutions againſt them? 4 

Sir Jahn. Yes; if: any Perſon wall be 
ſued or proſecuted. for any Thing by him 
done, in Purſuance of the Act, ack Per- 
fon may plead the general Ifſue nor guilty, 
and give the ſpecial Matter in Evidence 
his own Defence, and if, upon the Friat, 
a Verdict ſhall paſs for the Defendant, or 
the Plaintiff ſhall become nonſuited, ſaeh 
Defendant ſhall have treble Coſts awarded 
to him againſt ſuch Plaimiff. 
Ele. ls the Act temporary or perpe 
tual 
Sir Fobn. Perpetual, unleſs repealed-by 
Parliament; and irrepealable by Parlia: 
ment, until the ſeveral Annuities and other 
Payments, with all Arreatages © thereof, 
thal be paid off and Aiſebarged for Which 
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the Duties arifing an Houſes and Lights, 
are, by the Act, ſpecially ſettled and ap- 
propriated. FR 

Elect. What are thoſe Annuities, and 
other Payments, for which theſe Duties are 
appropriated, and how much may they a- 
mount unto upon the whole? 

Sir Jobn. In the firſt Place, the Duties 
ariſing by this Act, are appropriated to 
make good the Annuities and other 1 


mems charged on the Duties on Houſes 
the Statute of the 7th and 8th of V. III. 
now repealed, and for this Purpoſe 91,4851. 
6d. 5, is to be reſerved, and applied to the 
General or Aggregate Fund, out of the firſt 
Monies that ſhall be received in Virtue of 
this AR, to make good any poſſible Defi- 
ciency ariſing by the Repeal of that Act. 
Secondly, It is alſo appropriated to make 
good any Deficiency of the Yearly Sum of 
74,334 J. os. 11d. payable to the South Sea 
Company, out of the Duties on Coals, Culm 
and Cinders, and the additional Duties on 
Houſes by the 8th of Q. Anne, if any De- 
ficiency ſhould ariſe therein by the Repeal 
of that Act. And | 
Laſtly, It is further appropriated to the 


Payment of Four Millions Four Hundred 


Thouſand Pounds, to be raiſed by Virtue 
of this Act, for the current Service, and all 


Arrearages of the Four per Cent. Annuities, 


that ſhall be granted thereon ; which can- 
not be done 3 Year's previous No- 
tice 
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tice being lirſt given in the London Gazette, 
and alſo affixed upon the Royal Exchange, 
by Authority of Parliament, 

Elect. Suppoſe the Monies, paid into the 
Exchequer, ſhould amount to more than is 
ſufficient to diſcharge all the Payments, for 
which Rates and Duties on Houſes and 
Windows are appropriated, what is to be 
done with the Surplus or Remainder? 

Sir John. After the ſeveral Annuities 
and other Payments or Charges, by this 
Act directed to be paid, out of the Monies 
ariſing by the faid Rates and Duties, and 
all Arrears thereof, ſhall be ſatisfy'd, or 
Money ſufficient ſnall be reſerved for that 
Purpoſe, ſuch Surplus or Remainder is, 
trom Time to Time, to be reſerved for the 
Diſpoſition of Parliament, and is not to be 
iſſued but as directed by ſome future Act or 
Acts of Parliament. 


Elect. What Proviſion is there, in the 


Act, to wake good Deficiencies, in caſe the 


Produce of the ſaid Rates and Duties, ſhould 


not be ſufficient to anſwer all the Payments 
for which it is appropriated? 

Sit John. Such Deficiencies are to be 
anſwered and made good out of the firſt 
Supplics, that ſhall. be granted in Parlia— 
ment, next after the Dcticiencies ſhall ap- 


pear; and, in caſe no Supplies thall be grant- 


ed, within fix Months after ſuch Deticien- 


cies ſhall happen, then they are to be made- 
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gcod out of any unappropriated. Branch of 


the Sinking Find, which is to be replaced 
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by, and out of, the firſt Supplies that ſhall 
be then after granted by Parliament, 

| Elect. | have but one Queſtion more to 
aſk you, Sir John, before I take my Leave, 
and that as a Matter of Curioſity and Spe- 
culation, rathcr than of any real Uſe or 
Advantage, — What may be the probable 
Annual Produce of this Tax, both in Eng- 
land and Scotland 2—T he Computations in 
the Country differ ſo widely, that one can 
hardly form any tolerable Judgment upon 
it; ſome extravagantly running it up to a 
Million, whilſt others more modeſtly ſet it 
MA Moiety of that Sum, which is the low- 

eſt I have yet heard of. I ſhould 
be glad, thereforc, to have your Opinion 
on the Point, becauſe I know you to be 
well ſkilled in Political Arithmetick. 

Sir Jobn. This Queſtion cannot be re- 
ſolved with any Sort of Certainty ; and, I 
can ailure you, the Politicians in London vary 
as much as chey do in the Country ; bur, 
in my Opinion, the loweſt of thoſe two 
Sums is rather too high. However, that 1 
may not ſplit on the ſame Rock that others 
have done, by gueſſing at Random and in 
the Groſs, I ſhall, in Order to come at the 
Truth as near as poſſible, attempt an Eſtt- 
mate on probable and rational Principles. 

Let it be conſidered then, that your beſt 
Political Arithmeticians compute there are 
fixteen hundred thoufand Houſes within 
the Kingdom of Great Britain; of which 
F 2 four 
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four hundred thouſand are in Scotland, 
and twelve hundred thouland in England. 

Scotland being totally exempt from the 
Two Shilling Duty on Houſes, and only 
ſubjected, by the AQ, to the Duties on 
Windows or Lights, it may be, reaſonably, 
preſumed, from the Nature of the Coun- 
try, and Poverty of its Inhabitants, that one 
Mojety at leaſt, being Dwelling Houſes un- 
der ten Windows, will pay nothing towards 
this Tax; and, if we reckon the remaining 
two hurdred thouſand Houſes, taken one 
with the other, to have fixteen Windows 
each, then, at Nine-pence a Window, or 
Twelve Shi.lings a Houle, the annual Pro- 
duce of the Dutics, in that Kingdom, 
will amount to One Hundred and 1 wenty 
Thoufand Pounds, 

Of the twelve hundred thouſand Houſcs 
in England, we may, on the ſame Princi 
ples, fuppoſe that one fourth Part, or thiee 
hundred thouſand, will not be rated, on 
account of the Poverty of their Inhabitants; 
that ſour hundred thouſand more, having 
Jo's than ten Windows each, will pay only 
the I wo Shilling Duty on Houſes, amount- 
ing to Forty I hbuſand Pounds a Tear; 
and, if we'tcckon the reinaining five hun- 
dred thouſand Houſes, as before, at ſixteen 
Windows each, and add thereto the other 
Duty of Two Shillings, making Fourteen 
Shillings a Hquſe, then the whole Amount 
of this Branch will be 1 hree Hundred and 

Fifty 
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Fifty Thouſand Pounds, and the total Pro- 
duce of all the Duties on Houſes, Windows 
and Lights in England, Three Hundred and 
Ninety Thouſand Pounds; which, added to 
the One Hundred and Twenty Thouſand 
Pounds raiſed in Scotland, makes the total 
groſs Amount of theſe Duties, in all Great- 
Britain, to be Five Hundred and Ten 
Thouſand Pounds per Anu mw. 
Out of this Sum, according to the beſt 
Computation I can make, muſt be allowed, 
for neceſſary Charges in Surveying, Col- 
lecting, Levying, Paying, Regeiving, and 
Accounting, and for probable Deficiencies 
by void Houſes and irrecoverable Ariears, 
at leaſt, wo = Ihoufand Pounds; which 
being deducted from the total groſs 
above-mentioned, there will remain a net 
Sum of Four Hundred and Fifty .Thouſand 
Pounds, ro be paid annually into the Re- 
qt of his Majeſty's Exchequer. 
See the Account flated at the End, 
Elect, This is a noble Fund for the Go- 
vernment's Service, and, in my Opinion, 
without Compliment to the Miniſter (who, 
I hear, is a Gentleman of great Honour and 
Humanity) is the moſt equitable and leaſt 
burthenſome that could have been thought 
But J believe, Sir Jobn, by this 
Time, you are heartily tired of being ca- 
techiſed, and would rejoice to be releaſed. 
—— | ſt:ould beg Vardon for the Trouble l 
have given you, didnt I know it would of- 
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feld. I am therefore, without further 
-Cetemohy, Bir Jobn, your moſt humble 


Servant. enn At | 

- bear you are, within a Day or two, to 
{et out for Landon. If you have any Com- 
mands for your Friends in the Country, [ 
ſhall be proud to execute them. 

Sir Jabn. 1 have but one Command, and 
that is for yourſelf —— Freely you haue re- 
'veivid; freely give. Don't act the Miſer, 
but be communicative; that my Friends, 
within the Circle of your Acquaintance, 
'may know-how to behave, in this novel Si- 
tuation——Yowu'l make me duly civil to 
them all, as they fall in your Way; and 
tell them from me, that if any future 
Doubt or Difficulty ſhould ariſe, during 
my Abſence, they may depend upon my 
'beft Advice; as ſoon as I am apprized of it, 
and ſo ] bid you, heartily, Farwell. 
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The 


Ertatum. In Page 39, Line 8 from the Bottom, for 
FRE Rates, read Place, | 


The ACCOUNT ſtated on the above ESTIMATE. 


— l, 
To annual Produce of the Duties 
on Windows or Lights in Sc9:- 120,000 


land — — 

To ditto Duties on Houſes in 
England — — OO 

To ditto on Houſes, Windows 
and Lights in ditto — 350 


Total /. 510,000 


Cr. ; J. 4. 
By Allowances to Receivers, 
Collectors, and Clerks, at} 13,812 10 
6 d. + as per the Act — 
By 200 Surveyors, at 601, 
per Ann, each RE os ates 
By Deficiencies for void 
Houſes and Arrears Ran _—. 
By Contingencies to make a 
round Total — _ ＋ % 10 
By net Produce for Ballance 450,000 oo 
Total C. 510,000 co 


E 


